
The Ohio Narcotics Intelligence Center (ONIC) has observed the following use of emojis on social media and electronic 
communications to indicate the marketing, sale, and purchase of illicit narcotics in Ohio. The use of emojis in this manner 
is a nationwide trend. Emojis used in drug communications commonly refer to the physical, psychological, or physiological 
characteristics of the drugs. While the presence of these emojis in communications can be an indication of possible drug 
activity, it is important to remember emojis often have multiple meanings. 

GENERAL DRUG REFERENCE
Oxycodone, 
Hydrocodone, 
Xanax™, Adderall™,
Fentanyl, Ecstasy

Fentanyl, 
Heroin, 
Cocaine

Drug Dealer
(“Plug”)

Drug Price
(“Ticket”)

Potency
  

Drug Effects
  

PILLS, COUNTERFEIT TABLETS
Oxycodone is a semi-synthetic prescription opioid generally prescribed for the relief of moderate to severe pain. Oxycodone is available in 
tablet form in a variety of shapes, colors, and dosages. The common brand name for oxycodone is Percocet™. Hydrocodone is a semi-synthetic 
prescription opioid generally prescribed for the relief of moderate to severe pain, but also a cough suppressant. Hydrocodone is available in a 
variety of shapes, colors, and dosages. The common brand name for hydrocodone is Vicodin™. Alprazolam is a prescription tablet used to treat 
anxiety disorders, anxiety caused by depression, and panic disorders. Tablets come in a variety of shapes, colors, and dosages. The common 
brand name for alprazolam is Xanax™.
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Drug Images:
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OPIOIDS (FENTANYL/FENTANYL ANALOGS/FENTANYL-RELATED COMPOUNDS, HEROIN, CODEINE)
Fentanyl is a potent synthetic opioid narcotic legally manufactured for pain relief; however, fentanyl and fentanyl analogs are being clandestinely 
produced and brought into the U.S., commonly seen in powder form of various colors including white, gray, and purple. Fentanyl, fentanyl analogs, 
and fentanyl-related compounds are also seen in counterfeit tablets resembling pharmaceutical prescriptions. Heroin is a highly addictive drug and 
rapidly-acting opioid derived from the opium poppy plant. Typically found in white or brown powder or a black sticky substance known as black tar 
heroin. Codeine is a prescription opioid pain reliever commonly combined with other medications as a liquid cough suppressant. The liquid codeine 
cough syrup may be consumed with other beverages or sweeteners. 

Fentanyl/Fentanyl Analogs/
Fentanyl-Related Compounds Heroin Codeine

Drug Images:
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METHAMPHETAMINE, CRYSTAL METHAMPHETAMINE
A stimulant that comes in multiple forms to include crystal methamphetamines, which resembles glass fragments or shiny blue-white “rocks” 
of various sizes, as well as pill and powder form.

Methamphetamine Crystal Methamphetamine Drug Images:

Example of Methamphetamine
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COCAINE, CRACK COCAINE
Oxycodone is a semi-synthetic prescription opioid generally prescribed for the relief of moderate to severe pain. Oxycodone is available in tablet 
form in a variety of shapes, colors, and dosages. The common brand name for oxycodone is Percocet™. Hydrocodone is a semi-synthetic prescription 
opioid generally prescribed for the relief of moderate to severe pain, but also a cough suppressant. Hydrocodone is available in a variety of shapes, 
colors, and dosages. The common brand name for hydrocodone is VicodinTM. Alprazolam is a prescription tablet used to treat anxiety disorders, 
anxiety caused by depression, and panic disorders. Tablets come in a variety of shapes, colors, and dosages. The common brand name for alprazolam 
is Xanax™.

Cocaine Crack Cocaine Drug Images:

Example of Cocaine Example of Crack Cocaine

MARIJUANA
A dry, shredded green/brown mix of flowers, stems, seeds, and leaves from the cannabis plant that is a mind-altering (psychoactive) drug.

Marijuana Drug Images:

Example of Marijuana

THC PRODUCTS
Tetrahyrdocannabinol, commonly known as THC, is the psychoactive compound of marijuana. THC extract/concentrates are highly potent, 
concentrated forms of THC. THC edibles include candy, baked goods, and other foods laced with TCH, the ingredient in marijuana that causes 
a high, often at high doses. These products are often created to resemble well-known commercial products and candy which can appeal to 
you or cause accidental ingestion.

THC Extract/Concentrate THC Edibles
THC Vape 
Cartridges Drug Images:
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HALLUCINOGENS
Psilocybin is a hallucinogenic mushroom. These mushrooms have white/whitish-gray long stems and caps with dark gills on the underside. 
Available fresh or dried; dried mushrooms can appear darker in color. Ecstasy/MDMA is a synthetic stimulant and psychedelic drug. Known as 
a party drug, Ecstasy comes in a variety of shapes and vibrant colors, with unique branding and logos. LSD is a potent, odorless and colorless 
hallucinogen with a slightly bitter taste that is typically available in saturated absorbent paper (e.g., blotter paper, divided into small, decorated 
squares, with each square representing one dose). 

Psilocybin 
Mushrooms Ecstasy/MSMA LSD/ACID Drug Images:
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